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to the people in many fields of activity and of the courage and
resource with which he handled the affairs of the country in the
critical days which followed the 'debacle1 at Surat, of the spirit with
which he fought, which reminded one of the best traits of English
public life, of his unconquerable optimism and his unshakeable
faith, amidst much wringing of hands, in the blessings of the British
connection. It was, however, as "a great Bombay citizen" that
Pherozeshah would be best and longest remembered:
In his devotion to Bombay he was, we think we may say with-
out exaggeration, the greatest citizen any city has ever produced.
He gave to it his best for over forty years. Nor, with the wider
field now open to Indian publicists, and the growth of a more
materialistic spirit, is he ever likely to find a successor-----It is a
truism to say that no man in this world is indispensable. It is a
humbling lesson to see how rapidly the places of the most dis-
tinguished men are filled. But with these thoughts before us, it is
equally true to say that Sir Pherozeshah's place in the life of
Bombay will never be filled .... We all feel the poorer by his
death. The dauntless patriot and the eminent citizen will never be
replaced; outside these great activities, thousands will mourn the
death of a good friend and a very likeable man, one who fought
hard, but fought fair, one who nourished a robust faith in the
Empire and in the future of India in the Empire, and one who
gave the best years of his life to the service of his country, and to
the city which he was largely instrumental in raising to the status
of the best-governed in India and the second in the Empire.
The remarkable memorial meeting of the citizens of Bombay,
which took place a little later, provided a fitting culmination to the
demonstrations of popular feeling which marked the death of Phe-
rozeshah. It was held on 10 December 1915, in the shamiana which
had been erected for the forthcoming session of the Congress,; it was
felt that the Town Hall would prove too small for an occasion
which was expected to bring together the citizens in their thousands.
Seldom has Bombay witnessed such an imposing demonstration of
popular regard. Long before the hour fixed for the meeting, the